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GOVTRAN Network 

Final Event Series 
15 September - 7 October 2021 

 
This series of events marks the end of the first three-year term of the Jean Monnet network 
GOVTRAN – Governing the EU’s Climate and Energy Transition in Turbulent Times 
(www.govtran.eu). The events will reflect on current policy developments and look to the 
future of EU climate and energy policy in turbulent times. In particular, they will cover 
a range of topical issues for the EU‘s transition, from the integration of climate and 
trade policy, over the new Climate Law, the role of citizen participation, adaptation and 
resilience, to the science-policy interface and more. 
 

 

1. Fit for 55% and climate neutrality: The future of Europe in the World 

2. Aligning EU Climate Change and Trade Policy: Achievements and 
Challenges Ahead 

3. Citizen Participation & the European Green Deal 

4. A ‘climate-resilient’ Europe by 2050: what implications for politics and 
policy? 

5. Post-Brexit UK and EU action to deliver long-term climate objectives 

6. Role of the European Climate Law in governing the EU’s Climate and 
Energy Transition 

7. The role of social science and governance research in the EU’s climate 
transition 

8. Governing the EU’s climate and energy transition:  future research 
priorities 

9. Governing the EU’s climate and energy transition:  enhancing the 
interface between research and policy making 
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1. Fit for 55% and climate neutrality: The future of Europe in the 
World 

Opening keynote 
 
Keynote by Mr. Diederik Samsom, Head of Cabinet of Executive Vice-President Frans 
Timmermans - European Green Deal, and Commissioner for Climate Action Policy 
 
Wednesday 15 September 11.30-12.30 CET 
 
The European Commission released its legislative proposals for implementing the EU’s 
enhanced greenhouse gas emission reduction target of at least 55% by 2030 in July 2021  - 
also known as the “Fit for 55 package”. These will amend and complement the major 
cornerstones of the EU’s existing climate and energy legislation, including the emissions 
trading system, emission standards for cars and vans, land use/forestry, renewable energy 
and energy efficiency. This legislative package will complement the European Climate Law 
adopted in spring 2021 and also provide the baseline for the subsequent consideration of the 
EU’s further emission and policy trajectory towards achieving climate neutrality by 2050 (and 
negative emissions thereafter). 
This keynote will reflect on the broader repercussions of the legislative package and the EU’s 
move to climate neutrality in times that are characterised by increasing turbulence in Europe 
and beyond. What are the implications of the Fit for 55 package for existing socio-political 
divisions across Europe and for the broader legitimacy challenges that the EU is facing? What 
are the possible/likely effects on the EU’s broader role in the world in the face of 
continuing geopolitical shifts and rising great-power competition? What features of the Fit for 
55 package are key so that EU climate governance can best help address these broader 
internal and external challenges?  
 
Speaker 

Diederik Samsom, Head of Cabinet of Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans - 
European Green Deal, and Commissioner for Climate Action Policy, European Commission 

Discussant 
Claire Dupont, Assistant Professor of European and International Governance, Ghent 
University 

Moderator 
Sebastian Oberthür, Director of the Centre for Environment, Economy and Energy, Brussels 
School of Governance – Vrije Universiteit Brussel & Professor of Environmental Policy and 
Law at the Centre for Climate Change, Energy and Environmental Law at the University of 
Eastern Finland 
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2. Aligning EU Climate Change and Trade Policy: Achievements 
and Challenges Ahead 

Roundtable 1 
 
Thursday 16 September 14.00-15.30 CET 
 
Following the EU Green Deal, climate change has become a core objective of EU trade policy. 
As outlined in the recently published Trade Policy Review, this means among others that the 
Paris Agreement will become an essential element in future trade and investment 
agreements, and that the EU will promote climate and sustainability actions in the context of 
the World Trade Organization. Moreover, the EU is increasingly considering the use of trade 
measures to pursue its climate objectives, as evidenced by the forthcoming proposal for a 
‘carbon border adjustment mechanism’. In addition, the EU has taken steps recently to 
strengthen the enforcement of commitments made in the Trade and Sustainable 
Development (TSD) chapters of its free trade agreements. At the same time, EU trade 
agreements have been criticised for insufficient regard for climate concerns. The preparation 
process has also come under fire, with the EU ombudsman recently chiding the Commission 
for not carrying out a sustainability impact assessment before agreeing the EU-Mercosur 
agreement. 
This roundtable will put the various developments discussed above in perspective, taking a 
step back to consider how far the EU has come in trying to mainstream climate change 
considerations in its trade policy, but also discussing the challenges that still lie ahead. 
Bringing together scholars and practitioners working on EU climate and trade policy, the 
roundtable seeks to identify possible next steps for the EU to realise its ambitious climate and 
trade agenda. 
 
Speakers 

● Madelaine Tuininga, Head of unit, DG Trade, European Commission 
● Antoine Oger, Head of Global Challenges and SDGs Team at Institute for European 

Environmental Policy (IEEP) 
● Laurens Ankersmit, Assistant Professor European Law at the Faculty of Law of the 

University of Amsterdam 
● Carolyn Deere-Birkbeck, Senior Researcher, Global Governance Centre, Graduate 

Institute Geneva  
● Moderator: Harro van Asselt, Professor of Climate Law and Policy with the University 

of Eastern Finland (UEF) Law School  
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3. Citizen Participation & the European Green Deal 
Roundtable 2 

 
Tuesday 21 September, 14.00-15.30 CET 
 
An integral part of the European Green Deal is the European Climate Pact, which aims to bring 
together citizens in the development and implementation of the European Green Deal. While 
there is little experience of citizen participation processes at the EU level, several member 
states or local/regional actors have designed and implemented citizen panels, juries or 
assemblies. This panel session brings together researchers and policy actors who have been 
closely engaged with these national processes or who are working at the EU level. They will 
discuss lessons learned and the opportunities and challenges for citizen participation in the 
European Green Deal. It will address questions such as what is the added-value of citizen 
participation processes in general, and (how) can citizen participation processes lead to 
effective climate policy action in the EU? 
 
Speakers:  

● Katarzyna Bałucka-Dębska, European Climate Pact Lead at the European Commission 
● Diarmuid Torney, Associate Professor in the School of Law and Government, Dublin 

City University 
● Lise Deshautel, Consultant on Climate Policies and Citizen Participation, previously 

served as an advisor to the French Climate Assembly's governing committee 
● Moderator: Claire Dupont, Assistant Professor of European and International 

Governance, Ghent University 
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4. A ‘climate-resilient’ Europe by 2050: what implications for 
politics and policy? 

Roundtable 3 
 
Monday 27 September, 16.00-17.30  CET 
 
The next decades will be characterised by increased turbulence and transformational 
change, in terms of physical climate impacts, but also in terms of the (EU) policies and 
institutions developed to address them. As expressed in its revamped climate Adaptation 
Strategy (Feb 2021), and a related Horizon Europe programme Mission, the Commission 
now recognises the critical importance of ‘transformation’ towards a ‘climate resilient’, as 
well as climate neutral, EU. But what are the implications for (EU) policies, political systems 
and institutions as currently configured? How might they need to evolve to underpin their 
legitimacy and navigate the demands of a more transformational future, and what obstacles 
might need to be overcome? Can climate resilience and climate neutrality be delivered 
simultaneously, or must there be trade-offs?  
 
 
Speakers: 

● Elena Višnar Malinovská, Head of Unit, Adaptation, DG Clima, European Commission 
● Kirsten Dunlop, Chief Executive Officer, EIT Climate KIC, 
● Thomas Koetz, Policy Officer, Mission on Climate Change Adaptation Including 

Societal Transformation, European Commission 
● Robbert Biesbroek, Associate Professor at the Public Administration and Policy group 

at Wageningen University, IPCC Coordinating Lead Author 
• Moderator: Tim Rayner, Research Fellow, School of Environmental Sciences, Tyndall 

Centre for Climate Change Research, University of Eastern Anglia 
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5. Post-Brexit UK and EU action to deliver long-term climate 
objectives  

Roundtable 4 
 
Thursday 30 September, 15.00-16.30 CET 
 
Despite the acrimony surrounding the UK’s departure from the EU, climate policy remains a 
significant area where continuing common interests are acknowledged by both sides. As 
holders of the Presidency for COP 26 in Glasgow, the UK Government needs to work with 
partners with similarly ambitious climate goals to build momentum towards a successful 
outcome. Both the UK and the EU need to demonstrate climate leadership in terms of 
domestic example setting and external diplomatic effort. This Roundtable examines the 
dynamics at work between the two sides as they affect both the ability to develop and 
implement ambitious mitigation policies in their own jurisdictions, and internationally in the 
run up to, and beyond, COP 26. 
 
Speakers:   

• Antony Froggatt, Senior Research Fellow and Deputy Director, Environment and 
Society Programme, Chatham House 

• Sylvie Maudhuit, Legal Policy Advisor to the Director General and Brexit Coordinator 
(DG CLIMA), European Commission  

• Sarah Williams, Head of Greener UK unit, Green Alliance 
• Charlotte Burns, Professor of politics, University of Sheffield 
• Peter Vis, Senior Advisor, Rud Pedersen Public Affairs Consulting 
• Moderator: Andrew Jordan, Professor of Environmental Sciences, School of 

Environmental Sciences, Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, University of 
East Anglia 
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6. Role of the European Climate Law in governing the EU’s Climate 
and Energy Transition 

Roundtable 5 
 
Monday 4 October 11.00-12.30 CET  
 
In spring 2021, agreement was reached on the European Climate Law, a key component of 
the European Green Deal to enshrine in legislation the EU’s goal of reaching climate neutrality 
at the latest by 2050. This panel session will bring together a range of experts to discuss and 
analyse the outcome from various perspectives.  
The event will consider the role of the European Climate Law in governing the EU‘s climate 
and energy transition. It will address questions such as the what value the European Climate 
Law adds to the existing climate law and policy framework in the EU. How does it look in 
comparison to similar legislation (national climate acts) in the EU Member States and beyond? 
How successful is the European Climate Law in filling gaps in current EU climate legislation 
especially in terms of scientific input, public participation and access to justice?  
 
 
Speakers: 

● Michael Bloss, Member of the European Parliament 
● Alina Averchenkova, Distinguished Policy Fellow. Lead, Governance and Legislation, 

Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment, the London 
School of Economics and Political Science 

● Matthias Duwe, Head of Climate, Ecologic Institute 
● Moderator: Kati Kulovesi, Professor of International Law and Director of the Center 

for Climate Change, Energy and Environmental Law at the University of Eastern 
Finland 
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7. The role of social science and governance research in the EU’s 
climate transition 

Keynote 
 
Keynote by Professor Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director of the European 
Environment Agency 
 
Wednesday 6 October  11.30-12.30 
 
While the role and importance of science and expertise for the climate transition in general 
is well established, this seems to relate in particular to the natural sciences and, to some 
extent, to economics. Whereas natural sciences and related modelling are the primary point 
of reference for assessing the ambition of climate mitigation, economics and related 
modelling of costs and benefits are in particular listened to when it comes to assessing 
potential policy responses. In contrast, social science research in general and research on 
the governance of the climate transition in particular (exploring issues such as participation 
in the decision-making process and the effectiveness of the mix of applicable policy 
instruments, among others) seems much less prominent in related debates. What can and 
should be the role of such research in the public debate and in policy-making processes? 
Does research need to adapt? How could the link between relevant research and policy 
making be strengthened? 
 
Speaker 

Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director of the European Environment Agency 
Discussant 

Jale Tosun, Professor of Political Science at the Institute of Political Science, Heidelberg 
University 

Moderator 
Sebastian Oberthür, Director of the Centre for Environment, Economy and Energy, 
Brussels School of Governance – Vrije Universiteit Brussel & Professor of Environmental 
Policy and Law at the Centre for Climate Change, Energy and Environmental Law at the 
University of Eastern Finland 
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8. Governing the EU’s climate and energy transition:  
future research priorities 

Workshop 1 
6 October, 13.30-17.00 
By invitation only  
 
The purpose of the workshop is to take stock of research on the governance of the EU’s 
climate and energy transition and to identify future research priorities in the field. 
 
 

9. Governing the EU’s climate and energy transition:  
enhancing the interface between research and policy making 

Workshop 2 
7 October, 10.00-13.30 
By invitation only 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to further advance the debate initiated with the related 
keynote “The role of social science and governance research in the EU’s climate transition.“ 
How can the mentioned interface be strengthened? What formats and means for exchange 
can be used and further advanced? 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

The European Commission’s support for the production of this publication does not 
constitute an endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and 

the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 
information contained therein. 

 


